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ABSTRACT
Fusarium oxysporum (4 isolates), F_, solani (2 isolates) and an isolate from each of F_. monifilorme and Cunninqhamella sp. were isolated for the first time in Egypt from gerbera plants showing wilt and/or root-rot. All of these isolated fungi but not the last one were partially or completely pathogenic to gerbera seeds which were seedlings and fresh immediately divided or hardened adopted offset transplants. 1F. oxysporum isolates were the most effective ones causing rapid wilt and death of the majority of tested plant parts.
Gerbera plants grown in soil mixture containing normal soil: coarse sand at a ratio of 1:2 by volume, irrigated every 21 days and planted on rows lead to the minimum percen​tage of natural infected plants with wilt and/or root-rot pathogens as well as the highest percentage of healthy survival plants and best growth index. However, the best dry weight of leaves and roots and No. of offsets per plant were linked with plants given water irrigation every 21, 14 and 7 days interval, respectively. While, the same charac​ters in order listed were also the best when transplanting took place in soil mixture of 1:1, 1:2 (normal soil: coarse sand by volume) and normal soil, respectively. Planting on rows yielded the best values of' all of the measured characters.
